Adolescent Males' Understanding of Infertility as a Long-Term Effect of Cancer Therapy.
Cancer therapy can result in infertility in childhood cancer survivors; however, little is known about how young adolescent males make sense of infertility and potential future parenthood. What's more, research shows that many healthcare professionals in Canada do not discuss fertility preservation (FP) with this vulnerable population. This study examines how male adolescent childhood cancer survivors understand infertility as a long-term effect of cancer treatments. We used a narrative analysis to examine 16 interviews with 14-18-year-old males. The findings from this research illustrate that FP discussions may raise meaningful questions for young men about how they see themselves and construct their identities. The findings also demonstrate that young men's beliefs about FP may be informed by family narratives, and it shows that biological parenthood may be important to adolescent males.